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standing our utmost endeavours to carry it on in the most frugal manner and
taking every caution in our power to prevent the Company being imposed
on either in the prices or expences of material. The reasons for this un-
expected encrease will be accounted for by Capt. Brohier to whose letter we
beg leave to refer,
78.   As we found it would take up a great deal of time to compleat the
citadel upon Mr, Brohier's plan, and as we were of opinion it would be more
eligible to  close the works  and erect some  of the  most  material  interior
buildings before he set about any of the out works (the glacis excepted), we
sent for that gentleman to Council and desired him to desist from the out
works for  the present (the glacis and  ravelins excepted)   and   employ  the
workmen in enclosing the citadel and erecting barracks, magazines and other
material buildings which he is accordingly to perform.
79.   In reply to your 56th paragraph we must remark that the additional
duty this year laid on the trade of the settlement is in reality a contribution
of the inhabitants towards that expence and we imagine was imposed by Your
Honors for that purpose.
80.    We  do not know what other method can be taken  to make   the
inhabitants bear a proportionable part of this heavy expence and we are of
opinion that a larger duty the trade of this place will not admit of.
81.   In the month of June the powder works at Perrin's Garden by an
accident  were  blown   up   and  entirely  destroyed.   As  we  were  too   much
confined at that place for want of ground and laying under  many incon-
veniences on account of a number of straw houses being very near those works
we have*now determined to erect what new works we propose  having for
making powder on the other side of the Ditch near Perrin's, and for that
purpose have rented a convenient spot of ground enclosed by a brick wall
belonging to Petumberseat at the rate of two hundred and fifty rupees per
annum.
82.   The powder  now made  under the inspection of .Martin  Costeley
proving extremely good we take the liberty to forward in this packet an indent
from him for sundry materials to be used in the composition in order to give
the powder more strength and to make it capable of bearing the damp air
of this climate.   These materials are indented for from Europe as we have
hitherto been obliged to buy them here at very high price.
83.   You were last year advised of our having purchased the dwelling
houses of Messrs Court, Drake and Boddam, the former for holding consulta?
tions in and for offices, the second for an import warehouse and the last for
a marine house.   We  must acquaint you of our having made  a further
purchase of Dr. Gray's house for an hospital at current rupees 14,000 and that
we are about buying the dwelling house of Mr. Carvalho for the residence
of Lieutenant Colonel Eyre Coote,2 conformable to your commands of 23rd
March last.   We hope you will not disapprove, .of our making these purchases
as we judge it much more for the Company's interest than paying house rent
%$ they will always fetch nearly the sums paid for them.               .,
84.   There being a very great scarcity of houses in the settlement, insuffi-
cient even for the present inhabitants, we have directed Mr, Bartholemew
Pfaisted, our Surveyor, to build slight appartments on the cattaK godowns and